CASE #2016-2017-164

To: Merhan Rasmy
Cc: Dena Riad & Salma Serry
From: Atta Gebril, Chair of the IRB
Date: August 8, 2017
Re: Approval of study

This is to inform you that I reviewed your revised research proposal entitled “The World Bank’s
Support to Higher Education Reform in Egypt: Educators’ Perspective on its Impact for Quality and
Equality” and determined that it required consultation with the IRB under the "expedited"

heading. As you are aware, the members of the IRB suggested certain revisions to the
original proposal, but your new version addresses these concerns successfully. The revised
proposal used appropriate procedures to minimize risks to human subjects and that adequate
provision was made for confidentiality and data anonymity of participants in any published
record. I believe you will also make adequate provision for obtaining informed consent of the
participants.
This approval letter was issued under the assumption that you have not started data collection
for your research project. Any data collected before receiving this letter could not be used
since this is a violation of the IRB policy.
Please note that IRB approval does not automatically ensure approval by CAPMAS, an
Egyptian government agency responsible for approving some types of off-campus research.
CAPMAS issues are handled at AUC by the office of the University Counsellor, Dr. Amr
Salama. The IRB is not in a position to offer any opinion on CAPMAS issues, and takes no
responsibility for obtaining CAPMAS approval.
This approval is valid for only one year. In case you have not finished data collection within a
year, you need to apply for an extension.
Thank you and good luck.
Dr. Atta Gebril
IRB chair, The American University in Cairo
2046 HUSS Building
T: 02-26151919
Email: agebril@aucegypt.edu
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